Building funny bones

At age 2, Calvin Linde-

mann of Baise, 11, = a
skilled comic. Hell try a funmy look
or change of inflection 1o get a gig-
gle; if that bombs, he can always
put spaghetti on his head.

From as young as & months old,
hahies find it funmy when vou or
anyone else they've bonded with
does something that's a little off, as
when vou pretend to drink from his
battle or you put a diaper on Your
arm, But at about 12 manths, your
child may try flipping reality on its
head o make you laugh.

Tt starts when kids realize what
wins attention, and since they crave
it, they'll de what works again
and again, says Paul McGhee,
Fh.IL, & developmental psycholo-

M@ Paresting.com manl 2000

gist and anthor of ederatanding
and Promoting the Developiment of
Children's Humaor, Since 1-vear-
olds have a good idea of how objects
wark, they'll try misusing stuff
for a laugh. 5o your kid may pre-
tend his hairbrush is a phone and
ViCE VETSIL.

As they approach age 2, toddlers’
understanding of words improves,
and they start to use lan guage
ta coax a smile out of you.
Your child may point to hiz elbow
when you say, “Show me your nose,”
for instance, or pick up a doll and
eall it n truck, s:impl_'.' L gt a rise
aut of yon.

Though his jokes may get old,
your laugh will boost his com-

ic confldence. —Sara Asse




